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Nehemiah 8 
New International Version 


8 tall the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They 
told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which 
the Lorp had commanded for Israel. 


2So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before 
the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to 
understand. 3He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square 
before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could 
understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 


*Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the 
occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah 
and Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, 
Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. 


>Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was 
standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. ® Ezra praised 
the LorD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, 
“Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the LorbD with their faces 
to the ground. 


7The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, 
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the people in 
the Law while the people were standing there. ®They read from the Book of the 
Law of God, making it clear! and giving the meaning so that the people understood 
what was being read. 


®Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the 
Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy to 
the LorD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping 
as they listened to the words of the Law. 


10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to 
those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for 
the joy of the LorpD is your strength.” 


11The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not 
grieve.” 


12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to 
celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been 
made known to them. 


Heavenly Father, Lord God Almighty, during this time of the year, that we 
commemorate the miraculous and joyous birth of your son, God the Son, we set 
aside the distractions of this fallen world, Lord, to rejoice as your children, together 
in your Holy word. We come together in fellowship and in discipleship as we 
receive your divine counsel, as we heed your wisdom and reflect your great love. 
We humbly ask for your blessing upon this time together. In the Holy name of our 
savior Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 


Message 


Brothers and Sisters “The Joy of the Lord is our strength”. 


Depending on which translation you read, the word “Joy” appears in The Word of 
God, between 165 and 200 times. Most dictionaries define Joy as a cause for 
celebration, an emotion of great delight. The best definition that | came across 
was: Intense and especially ecstatic or exultant happiness. 


But what is God’s use of the word or definition of Joy: 
Psalm 30:11 


You turned my wailing into dancing; 
you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 
12 that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent. 
LoRD my God, | will praise you forever. 


Romans 14:17 


For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 


James 1:2 ESV 
Count it all joy, my brothers when you meet trials of various kinds, 
Galatians 5:22 


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 


John 16:24 


Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that 
your joy may be full. 


Hebrews 12:2 


Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 


Luke 15:7 


Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 


Luke 2:10 


And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 


The announcement of the birth of Christ by God’s angels, is the first mention of joy 
in the New Testament. 


And of course, in today’s reading: 
“Do not grieve, for the joy of the LorD is your strength.” 


Nehemiah was the Jewish leader who supervised the rebuilding of Jerusalem 
around 500 years before the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus. The Jewish people 
had strayed from their walk with God. They were discouraged and lacked faith and 
lacked conviction. He helped them get back on the path of faith in God. 


He was an effective leader, and by praying to God for discernment of His Holy will, 
Nehemiah followed God's calling to rebuild the walls of the city of Jerusalem and 
restore his people’s faith. 


He was not a priest like Ezra nor a prophet like Malachi. He was a layman who lead 
a group of Jews to Jerusalem to rebuild the city walls. 


And they did it! Nehemiah’s humility before God provided an example for the 
people. He did not claim glory for himself but always gave God the credit for his 


SUCCESSES. 


So, in this reading the Israelites are standing next to the newly built walls of 
Jerusalem. It is a day of celebration and a day of dedication of the newly restored 
Holy City. And the day is spent in devotion as their civil leaders, spiritual leaders, 
and teachers of the word, review and celebrate the word with the people. It is a 
day that in modern times would be described as a revival meeting. Revival in the 
truest sense of the word: 


“The clear, setting forth of God’s truth.” Not merely for historical reasons, not for 
political reasons, but to ensure that, like that crowd outside the water-gate on that 
hot noonday, men and women may be moved to penitence, and lifted to the joy of 
the Lord. 


Brothers and sisters “THE JOY OF THE LORD IS OUR STRENGTH.” 


Why is that? Because all the things that bring joy to the Lord, are in our unity with 
him. Joy is found in discipleship. The giving of our hearts to him, in glorifying him, 
and that our eternity is spent with him. There is not a single thing that God asks of 
us, that is anything other than righteous, healthy, purifying, and joyful for us. 


So, what kind of a joy is it that the Word speaks of, and what kind of a joy do we 
experience and participate in? It is perpetual and not dependent on whether we 
have a good day or bad day. 


It is a joy of the soul and spirit that is experienced in fellowship and community. In 
receiving each other as Christ receives us. On the basis of repentance and faith. It 
is a joy that is experienced in sanctification and is assured by God. It is a joy that 
renews the mind and brings courage of heart. It is a joy that is experienced in 
Christian unity and can be found in trials and suffering for Christ. And like in this 
reading it is a joy that is found in revival. Brothers and sisters all of this is the joy 
that only is found in the truth and grace of the Lord. 


It is described by Our Lord and Savior himself in John 16:22-24 Jesus said: 


Now is your time of grief, but | will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will 
take away your joy. *7In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly | tell 
you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. * Until now you have not 
asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete." 


Praise be to our Lord and Savior! Praise be to the one true God! All Glory His! 


“The joy of the Lord is our strength.” 


Heavenly Father Almighty God, we are grateful, humble, and joyful. Thank you, 
Lord, for your word, your guidance, your wisdom, and your truth. 
"Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD!" 


In the Joyful name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 


